Practice-led-research: context statement for Excellence Research Australia.

‘Madeleine’ (2010) is a live performance work written and directed by Jenny Kemp.  The play explores the different responses that individuals have to mental illness.  Drawing on research into how people experience and cope with mental illness, the play examines how families struggle to deal with this often hidden and taboo condition.  Kemp is a highly regarded theatre artist known for visionary interdisciplinary works that communicate deep personal insights.  Her plays and performances spanning some three decades have been influential in expanding the Australian theatrical vocabulary (Varney and Fensham, Doll’s Revolution 2005).  ‘Madeleine’ is a composite performance combining elements of acting, design and story that make a: ‘complex poetry’ that ‘succeeds wonderfully’ (Woodhead, The Age 7/8/10).  The respected critic Keith Gallash wrote that ‘Madeleine compels us to enter an unfamiliar state of consciousness. This is achieved with a lean, fable like narrative, stark shifts between two worlds (the real and a schizophrenic’s fantasy), the distressful overlapping of these, a breathtaking central performance and, not least, Kemp and her designers’ scenographic virtuosity (Realtime Sept. 2010). The work has also received scholarly attention in Varney’s Radical Visions (2011) where Kemp’s oeuvre is extensively examined.  
